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Shri Dhiraj Srivastava, 
the Rajasthan Foundation 
Commissioner, was welcomed 
at Nairobi airport by Shri 
Sonvir Singh, the President of 
the Rajasthan Association of 
Kenya, for the Indo-East Africa 
Trade Expo.



The event aimed to strengthen 
economic ties and promote trade 
relations between India and East 
African countries.   Shri Dhiraj 
Srivastava’s presence strengthened 
the  ties with the diaspora. It also 
added greater impetus to the event and 
enhanced cross-border collaborations 
and business partnerships.



Commissioner Shri Dhiraj Shrivastav was 
welcomed as the “Chief Guest” at Pattni 
Brotherhood, Nairobi, Kenya, hosted by the 
Rajasthan Association of Kenya. 
Various Prominent dignitaries like Rajiv 
Arora ji, Suresh Agarwal ji, Kamal Kandoi ji, 
Rafik Khan ji, & Chairpersons of Rajasthan 
Associations like Sonvir Singh ji & Bhanu 
Gupta ji were also present at the event from the 
African continent.
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During the visit, Commissioner 
Shri Dhiraj Srivastava had 
interactive meetings with Non-
Resident Rajasthanis (NRRs) and 
members of the Rajasthan Pravasi 
Associations of Kenya and Uganda. 
The gathering included NRRs from 
Kenya, Uganda, and neighboring 
African countries, particularly 
industrialists, who participated in 
the discussions.



The  Meet and Greet Program 
concluded with a mesmerizing 
cultural program featuring 
Kenyan school girls performing 
a Rajasthani dance on the song 
“Rangilo Mharo Dholna.”
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Shri Dhiraj Srivastava and the delegation, 
accompanied by representatives from 
RAK, REPC, FORTI, and the Kenya 
National Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KNCCI), attended the inaugural 
session of the Indo-East Africa Trade Expo 
2023 at KICC. The delegation received a 
traditional Rajasthani welcome, leaving 
a lasting impression of Rajasthaniyat 
(Rajasthani culture and values) during the 
event. 



The Indo-East Africa Trade Expo 2023, 
organized in Nairobi under the joint 
auspices of REPC and FORTI, aimed to 
facilitate market access for Rajasthan’s 
industries in Eastern African countries, 
fostering export opportunities. Three-
day expo, scheduled from July 5th to July 
7th, was inaugurated by the esteemed 
Cabinet Secretary of Kenya, where 
over 175 entrepreneurs representing 
diverse industrial sectors of the state 
participated and made it a huge success.



Expressing his thoughts on 
the occasion, Commissioner 
of Rajasthan Foundation, Shri 
Dhiraj Srivastava, emphasized the 
pivotal role played by the Kenyan 
government, REPC, and FORTI 
in fortifying trade relations and 
nurturing economic cooperation 
between India and Eastern 
African countries. The expo 
provides an exceptional platform 
for visionary entrepreneurs and 
Rajasthanis residing in Kenya 
and other Eastern African 
nations, offering them promising 
prospects within the business 
sector.



Prior to the inauguration, Shri Dhiraj Srivastava cordially presented ODOP gifts, showcasing the rich 
heritage of Rajasthan, to the Cabinet Secretary of Kenya and other esteemed hosts.





Shri Dhiraj Srivastava further highlighted 
that Rajasthan Foundation, in line with 
the visionary approach of Chief Minister 
Mr. Ashok Gehlot, is diligently fulfilling 
its crucial role by strengthening the ties 
between Rajasthanis in Kenya, Eastern 
Africa, and their home state. The Foundation 
endeavors to foster emotional bonds 
while promoting cultural exchanges and 
facilitating economic cooperation between 
Rajasthan and Eastern African countries, 
thereby establishing mutually beneficial 
relationships.



On the second day of the Indo-East Africa 
Expo, significant meetings were held to promote 
bilateral ties with counterparts by Chairman 
REPC & Rajsico, Sri Rajiv Arora and Resident 
Commissioner & Rajasthan  Foundation 
Commissioner, Shri Dhiraj Srivastava. 
To boost trade and investment between Kenya, 
East Africa, and Rajasthan, Sri Rajiv Arora 
proposed Memoranda of Understanding 
(MOU) between the respective governments 
and private players.



By showcasing the capabilities and offerings 
of Rajasthan’s industries, the Expo seeks to 
enhance trade linkages, explore new mar-
kets, and foster collaboration between Indi-
an and East African businesses. It also pro-
vides a platform for knowledge exchange, 
cultural understanding, and exploring in-
vestment opportunities in sectors that have 
the potential to drive economic growth in 
all participating regions.



In light of the overwhelming success and 
positive response received during the recent 
Indo East Africa Trade Expo, CEO KNCCI 
suggested that the expo should become an 
annual event. This move will further enhance 
trade relations between East African coun-
tries and Rajasthan, with a focus on priority 
sectors such as cotton, textile, automotive, 
pharma, and packaging industries.



On the final day of the event, presentations 
were also given by Kenyan Authorities For 
Trade and Investment Promotion to foster trade 
relations between Rajasthan and East African 
countries. These presentations were organised 
at the initiative of Sri Rajiv Arora and Dhiraj 
Srivastava during their various meetings with 
Prime Cabinet Secretary Kenya and Indian 
High Commission in Kenya.



At the culmination of the event,Shri Srivastava said that the 
Honorable Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot’s emphasis on 
creating a conducive environment for trade and investment 
propelled the Rajasthan delegation’s engagement in the In-
do-East Africa Trade Expo. His vision laid the foundation for 
the delegation’s objectives, which included exploring market 
opportunities, fostering collaborations, and expanding export 
avenues for Rajasthan-based industries.

Recognizing the importance of government and private sector 
partnerships, Shri Srivastava added that the delegation active-
ly sought opportunities to increase trade and investment be-
tween Kenya, East Africa, and Rajasthan. Discussions centered 
on the potential areas of cooperation, identifying sectors such 
as textiles, automotive, pharmaceuticals, packaging, and more 
as priority sectors for mutual trade and investment.



The Indo-East Africa Trade Expo 
2023 provided an excellent platform 
for the Rajasthan delegation to 
promote trade, explore business 
opportunities, and strengthen cultural 
ties between Rajasthan and East 
African countries. The participation 
of the esteemed delegation from 
Rajasthan has further enhanced the 
significance of this event and opened 
avenues for fruitful collaborations and 
partnerships.



HCM Shri Ashok Gehlot stated that the 
meeting was comprehensive and inclusive, 
with all stakeholders having an opportunity 
to share their perspectives and ideas. He 
emphasized the importance of collaboration 
and cooperation in addressing the challenges 
faced by the community, and expressed his 
gratitude for the input and feedback received 
during the expo. The Chief Minister also 
highlighted the progress that has been made in 
various areas, while acknowledging that there 
is still much work to be done to ensure the 
well-being and development of all residents.



Message received from Hon’ble Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan, Shri Ashok Gehlot for The Indo-East 

Africa Trade Expo2023, Kenya


